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Introduction
The On the Spot Job Cards were originally 
developed following feedback from customers who 
had purchased our highly successful On the Spot 
Job Information leaflets. They told us that some 
of their students with learning difficulties struggled 
with even the limited amount of text included in 
each leaflet. What they needed was the visual 
stimulus, in other words the drawings, without the 
clutter of unreadable text. So we developed a set 
of Job Cards containing more drawings and less 
text. 

The original cards were A5 size because we 
thought this would make them easier to handle. 
However, further feedback from customers now 
tells us that many of these students benefit from 
bigger images spread across a larger surface so 
in this new, updated version we have increased 
the size to standard A4. However, recognising that 
this now makes them somewhat unweildy to use 
as cards we have also included, at the back of 
the pack and as a seperate .pdf file on the CD, a 
smaller set of cards. These have been produced 
by simply taking the job title, job description and 
job picture from each card and fitting it into one 
quarter of a sheet of A4. We have put 4 cards per 
sheet so it is possible to copy them and cut them 
up to create large playing card size cards, which 
should be easier to use for some of the suggested 
activities below. 

Both these versions of the Job Cards are black 
and white so that clear photocopies can be made 
should you, the purchaser, want to do that. We 
have also simplified the questions incorporated 
onto the cards and left a space for the students to 
write in their answers. The A4 layout is designed 
to make the cards feel more like worksheets, as 
feedback tells us that users frequently use the 
cards like worksheets by asking students to write 
on, colour in, circle or even cut and paste them as 
part of a classroom activity. 

3 versions on the CD

In this new update pack we have 
included 3 versions of the Job 
Cards on the enclosed CD. 

Version 1, which is also the 
printed version included in the 
pack, comes without the titles 
under the drawings of the tools 
and equipment and clothing. This 
makes the cards virtually text 
free.

Version 2, which is the same as 
version 1 except that the title of 
each tool or piece of equipment 
or clothing is written under each 
item. So a little more text and a 
little more visual clutter. You will 
need to decide which version you 
want to use or use both (see How 
to use this pack below).

Version 3, which is also printed 
towards the back of the pack 
and, once printed and cut into 
4 cards per page, provides the 
large playing size cards.
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How to use this pack
  
Below are some suggestions for how the cards 
might be used but this list is not exhaustive by any 
means.

Find the jobs
Spread a broad section of the cards on a table and 
ask the students to find 1 or more job cards for 
jobs which involve:

	 l	working outdoors
	 l	working indoors
	 l	working with machines
	 l	working with people
	 l	selling things
	 l	cooking things
	 l	making things
	 l	working with animals
	 l	working with plants
	 l	driving

You can decide on other groupings. Then discuss 
how these jobs are similar and how they might 
be different. You might want to make a set of the 
cards, then cut them in half and only use the top 
half, or use the playing card size version when 
doing this activity.

Find the match
Take a number of cards and cut them in half so 
that the picture of the job is on one half and the 
pictures of the tools and equipment is on the other 
half. Then mix them up and spread them out on a 
table. Ask the students to then match the 2 halves 
up - so pick a job picture and then pick a set of 
tools to go with that job. Ask them to explain why 
they matched up the two halves to get them talking 
about which  tools are used in particular jobs.

Another way to do this would be to only cut off 
the bottom strip of tools and ask them to find the 
missing strip. Alternatively, you could give them 
the half with the job picture and then use the back 
of the lower half - Here are some more jobs that 
might interest you - and ask them to match the 
job with the card with other similar jobs. Again ask 
them to explain their match to get them talking 
about why jobs are similar.

Who uses this? Who wears this?
Spread a broad section of the cards on a table and 
ask the students to find 1 or more job cards for 
jobs which involve:
	 l	using ladders
	 l	using hand tools
	 l	wearing protective clothing
	 l	wearing a uniform
	 l	using a computer
Again you can decide on other groupings. Then 
discuss how these jobs might be similar and how 
they might be different.

Odd one out
Select a number of cards that show similar jobs 
but include one that is quite different and ask the 
students to decide which job is the odd one out. 
For example,
Bricklayer, Builder’s Labourer, Block Paving Layer 
and Hairdresser. (building/construction jobs)
Steeplejack, Scaffolder, Window Cleaner and Hot 
dog seller. (working at heights)
Nanny, Childminder, Nursery Nurse and Road 
Worker (working with children) and so on.
Ask the students to explain their choice and 
discuss why jobs are similar.

Name that tool
Get the students to work in pairs or small groups 
where one of the students can write. Give them the 
cards without the titles written under each tool and 
ask them to write in what each tool is called for as 
many as they can recognise.

I would like this but not this
Ask each student to pick a card that interests them 
and then say why they might like to do that job. 
Encourage them to think about whether they have 
ever used any of the tools or equipment for that 
job. Have they ever done any work like this on 
work experience, at home, for a friend or relative, 
in school or college. You could then repeat the 
process by asking them to pick a job card they 
would really not like to do and then get them to say 
why.
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I know someone who does that
Ask the students to pick a card which shows a 
job that someone they know personally does. Ask 
them to think about that person and then look at 
the card. Do they use these tools? Do they wear 
this sort of clothing? Do they like their job? (If they 
cannot answer the question, consider letting them 
take a copy of the card home to show the person 
and to get them to tell them about their job.)

Job watch
Arrange to take students to visit a workplace (eg. a 
shopping mall). Take along cards for the jobs they 
may see (shop assistant, car park attendant). Ask 
them to watch people working carefully (you may 
need to agree this with the people first) and then 
tick off the tools and clothing they see being used. 
They may also want to keep note of equipment 
they see but which is not included on the card.

What do you do?
Arrange for a visitor that does one of the jobs 
on the cards to come in to see the students. Get 
the students to check if that person does use the 
things shown on the card. For example, Bowling 
Alley Lane Marshall. Students ask ‘Do you use 
a microphone?’ ‘What for?’ ‘What do you say on 
the microphone?’ and so on. Alternatively, brief 
your visitor to use the card to ask the students 
questions. For example, Bowling Alley Lane 
Marshall. Visitor says ‘I use a shoe spray in my job, 
like that picture there. What do you think I do with 
it? Why do I do that?’ and so on.

Guess who!
Take a card, cover over the job title on the front 
and back (and the job picture too if you think that 
would be too big a clue for your students) and 
then photocopy it. Then give the card to a pair of 
students and ask them to try and work out which 
job the card is about. (You may want to give them 
a list of suggestions to choose from if an open 
ended choice is too hard). Ask them to write in the 
job title.

My Work Experience
If your students are going on work experience and 
there is a job card for what they will be doing, ask 
them to look at the card and talk about what they 
think they might be doing on work experience. Use 
the card to prompt them to think about what they 
might be asked to do or wear.

If your students have been on work experience and 
there is a job card for what they did, ask them to 
look at the card and talk about whether they used 
any of the tools shown or wore any of the clothing. 
If not, what did they use, what did they wear? Use 
the card to get them talking about their experience 
and what they did.
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Other similar resources

The Job Cards can also be used in conjunction 
with other careers resources like:

On the Spot Job Information Leaflets - for students 
who are able to manage text and want to look at 
what a particular job entails in more detail.

On the Spot Multimedia - for students who want to 
explore what jobs entail using an interactive, full 
colour job database on computer which uses the 
same image bank as the Job cards.

On the Spot Activity Pack - which is full of fun 
worksheets which test students on their knowledge 
of jobs and types of work, again using the same 
image bank as the Job cards.

On the Spot Active - a multimedia version of the 
Activity Pack.
All the products in the On the Spot series 
complement and extend each other. To find out 
more visit our website at www.highflyerspublishing.
co.uk

These are just some ideas. We are sure you can 
come up with lots more. We do hope you find the 
cards useful and if you come up with any other 
ideas for how they might be used we would love to 
hear from you.

Jackie Hartley and Mike Shaw.
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1	 Airport Baggage Handler	
2	 Animal Rescue Centre Worker	
3	 Antique Shop Assistant	
4	 Baker	
5	 Bar Worker	
6	 Beauty Products Sales Assistant	
7	 Bee Keeper	
8	 Betting Shop Clerk	
9	 Bill Poster	
10	 Bingo Caller	
11	 Block Paving Layer	
12	 Bottling Operative	
13	 Bowling Alley Lane Marshall	
14	 Brewery Worker	
15	 Bricklayer	
16	 Builder’s Labourer	
17	 Builder’s Yard Assistant	
18	 Building Society Clerk	
19	 Bus Driver	
20	 Butcher	
21	 Cake Decorator	
22	 Call Centre Worker	
23	 Canteen Assistant	
24	 Car Body Repairer	
25	 Car Park Attendant	
26	 Car Replacement Window Fitter	
27	 Car Salesperson	
28	 Car Valet	
29	 Care Assistant (Elderly)	
30	 Caretaker	
31	 Carpenter & Joiner	
32	 Carpet Cleaner	
33	 Carpet Fitter	
34	 Cartoonist	
35	 Catalogue Shop Assistant	
36	 Cavity Wall Insulator	
37	 Ceiling Fixer	
38	 Chauffeur	
39	 Checkout Operator	
40	 Chef/Cook	
41	 Childminder	
42	 Children’s Entertainer	
43	 Chimney Sweep	
44	 Cinema or Theatre Attendant	
45	 Cleaner	
46	 Clerical Assistant	
47	 Cloak Room Attendant	
48	 Computer Games Shop Assistant	
49	 Craft Potter	
50	 Cycle Repairer	

51	 Dairy Farmer	
52	 Dancer	
53	 Demolition Operative	
54	 Disc Jockey 	
55	 Dog Groomer	
56	 Door Attendant
57	 Driving Instructor	
58	 Dry Cleaning Assistant	
59	 Electrician	
60	 Electronic Assembler	
61	 Engineering Operative	
62	 Factory Work Assistant	
63	 Fairground Worker	
64	 Farm Worker	
65	 Fast Food Worker	
66	 Felt Roofer	
67	 Fencer	
68	 Fish & Chip Shop Server	
69	 Fish Farm Worker	
70	 Fisherman, Fisherwoman	
71	 Floor Layer	
72	 Florist’s Assistant	
73	 Forest Worker	
74	 Funeral Services Assistant	
75	 Furniture Remover	
76	 Gamekeeper	
77	 Garden Centre Assistant	
78	 Gardener	
79	 Green Keeper	
80	 Grocer	
81	 Hairdresser	
82	 Health and Fitness Instructor	
83	 Heating & Ventilating Fitter	
84	 Holiday Representative	
85	 Home Help	
86	 Horse Riding Instructor	
87	 Hospital Porter	
88	 Hot Dog Seller
 89	 Hotel Porter	
90	 Hotel Receptionist	
91	 Hotel Room Attendant	
92	 Ice Cream Seller	
93	 Jewellery Maker	
94	 Jockey	
95	 Kennel Hand	
96	 Kitchen Assistant	
97	 Kitchen Fitter	
98	 Laundry Assistant	
99	 Library Assistant	
100	 Locksmith	

INDEX



� On the Spot job cards © Highflyers Publishing Ltd 2005

101	 Lorry Driver	
102	 Machine Printer	
103	 Make Up Artist	
104	 Market Stall Trader	
105	 Merchant Navy Deck Rating	
106	 Messenger	
107	 Meter Reader	
108	 Milkman/woman	
109	 Motor Mechanic	
110	 Motorcycle Salesperson	
111	 Museum or Art Gallery Attendant	
112	 Musician	
113	 Nanny	
114	 Newsagent	
115	 Nursery Nurse	
116	 Office Junior	
117	 Office Receptionist	
118	 Order Picker	
119	 Outdoor Pursuits Instructor	
120	 Packer 	
121	 Painter & Decorator	
122	 Park Keeper	
123	 Pest Controller	
124	 Pet Shop Assistant	
125	 Petrol Station Attendant	
126	 Photo Processing Assistant	
127	 Picture Framer	
128	 Pig Farmer	
129	 Pizza Delivery Assistant	
130	 Plasterer	
131	 Play Worker	
132	 Plumber	
133	 Post Room Clerk	
134	 Postal Worker	
135	 Print Finisher	
136	 Quarry Worker	
137	 Railway Station Assistant	
138	 Railway Track Worker	
139	 Receptionist	
140	 Record Shop Assistant	
141	 Refuse & Recycling Centre Worker	
142	 Refuse Collector	
143	 Road Worker	
144	 Roadie	
145	 Roof Sheeter & Cladder	
146	 Roofer	
147	 Roustabout (Oil Rig Worker)	
148	 Sandwich Maker	
149	 Scaffolder	
150	 School Crossing Patrol Officer	

151	 Security Guard	
152	 Sewing Machinist	
153	 Shelf Filler	
154	 Shoe Repairer	
155	 Shop Assistant	
156	 Signwriter	
157	 Skip Delivery Driver	
158	 Snack Bar Assistant	
159	 Soldier 	
160	 Sports Centre Assistant	
161	 Sports Coach	
162	 Sports Shop Assistant
163	 Stable Hand	
164	 Stagehand
165	 Steeplejack
166	 Store Demonstrator
167	 Store Detective
168	 Street Cleaner
169	 Swimming Pool Attendant
170	 Taxi Driver
171	 Theme Park Attendant
172	 Timber Treatment Worker
173	 Timber Yard Worker
174	 Tool Hire Assistant
175	 Traffic Warden
176	 Train Conductor
177	 Train Driver
178	 Travel Agent
179	 Tree Surgeon
180	 TV Aerial Rigger
181	 Tyre Fitter
182	 Upholsterer
183	 Van Delivery Assistant
184	 Vehicle Parts Sales Person
185	 Vehicle Paint Sprayer
186	 Vending Machine Attendant
187	 Video Hire Shop Assistant
188	 Waiter/Waitress
189	 Wall & Floor Tiler
190	 Wardrobe Assistant
191	 Warehouse Assistant
192	 Waste Water Plant Operator
193	 Watch & Clock Repairer
194	 Welder
195	 Window Cleaner
196	 Window Dresser
197	 Window Fitter
198	 Wood Machinist
199	 Youth Worker
200	 Zoo Keeper

INDEX



I would like this job 
because ...

I would not like this job 
because ...

Here are some of the things you might work with in this job.
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Airport Baggage Handler

Airport Baggage Handlers load and 

unload bags and other luggage from 

aeroplanes.

1



These are some of the things you 
might wear at work. Why would you 
wear these?

Here are some more jobs that might interest you
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Airport Baggage Handler

Furniture Remover Hotel Porter Warehouse Assistant

WA



I would like this job 
because ...

I would not like this job 
because ...

Here are some of the things you might work with in this job.
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Animal Rescue Centre Worker

Animal Rescue Centre Workers look after 

abandoned animals until new homes can 

be found for them.

2



These are some of the things you 
might wear at work. Why would you 
wear these?

Here are some more jobs that might interest you
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Animal Rescue Centre Worker

Kennel Hand Pet Shop Assistant Gamekeeper

HC


